| Al-Qantara, Volume 10, Issue 2 (2024)
| Research Article |

Cultural Tapestry: The Role of Popular Culture in Shaping Identities and
Modernity in Pakistan
Maimoona Rasool
Assistant professor, National University of Computer & Emerging Sciences,

[slamabad PhD scholar National Institute of Pakistan studies, Quaid e Azam

University Islamabadmarmoona.rasool(@nu. edu.pk

DOI: fzt{ps: dozlorg 10.5281/zenodo. 13754442

Abstract

Popular culture shapes the identities, ideas and actions of civilizations, acting as a
dynamic tapestry woven into the fabric of everyday existence. Pakistan is a country
of rich in historical and cultural diversity. The popular culture provides a unique
lens to explore the interaction between tradition and modernity, as well as the
tension between local and global influences. The paper explores how popular
culture mediates the complex dynamics between deeply rooted traditions and the
pressures of modernization in Pakistan. It also looks at the effect of global cultural
flows on local practices and values. The research guiding questions this are: How
does popular culture influence the identities and behaviors of individuals in
Pakistan? What role does it play in negotiating the tension between practice and
modernity? How do global cultural influences reshape local practices in Pakistan?
Marwan M. Kraidy_has highlighted the significance of popular culture in shaping
societal norms and values particularly in contexts marked by cultural hybridity and
social transformation. The work highlights the need to understand of how popular
culture interacts with other social forces in shaping collective identities. The study
is based in the Cultural Hegemony theory of Gramsci Antonio, which theorizes
that popular culture play a crucial role in maintaining or challenging power
structures in society. The framework is used to analyze how popularculture in
Pakistan either reinforces or resists dominant cultural narratives. The paper objects
to reveal the ways in which popular culture in Pakistan serves as a landscape of
both traditionalism and struggle that offers insights into the broader
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processes of cultural negotiation and identity formation in a rapidly
changingsociety.

Key words: Popular Culture, Cultural identity, Civilization, Cultural Hegemony,
Tradition and modernity, Pakistan

Introduction

Popular culture often defined as the collective expression of a society’s wayof life that
reflects in the majority’s language, behavior and symbolic forms (Cruz& Stake, October
2012). In the context of Pakistan, the cultural expressions manifest in various domains
including music, fashion, literature, sports, television and digital media. Each feature
contributes exclusively to the elaborate cultural tapestry that characterizes the society of
Pakistan. The forms of cultural expression merge and interrelate; they create a dynamic and
evolving setting that both shapes shared the identity of Pakistani people. In Pakistan, music
serves as a powerful tool for cultural expression. It encompasses a broad spectrum from
traditional forms like Qawwali and classical music to young generation such as pop, rock
and hip-hop. Traditional music, deeply rooted in the country’s history, continues to be a
significant part of Pakistan’s cultural identity. However, the fusion of these traditional forms
with modern global influences has given rise to new genres that resonate with the younger
generation. This blending of the old and the new not only preserves Pakistan’s musical
heritage but it also allows engaging with global musical trends, thus contributing to a global
cultural dialogue. Similarity in fashion in Pakistan reflects a dynamic convergence of
traditional and modern influences. Traditional clothing, such as shalwar kameez, remains a
symbol of national identity and cultural pride. Nevertheless, the increasing influence of
global fashion trends has led to the emergence of hybrid styles that mix elements of Western
couture. This evolution in fashion is revealingof a broader trend in Pakistani society where

the relationship between tradition
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and modernity is a defining characteristic. The fashion industry in Pakistan has thus become
a site of cultural negotiation where local and global influences meet and merge, creating new
forms of cultural expression. Literature in Pakistan also plays a vital role in shaping and
reflecting the social fabric of the countrry. From classical poetry to contemporary novels,
Pakistani literature provides a window into the complexities of the national identity. Authors
like Saadat Hasan Manto, Faiz Ahmed Faiz and Mohsin Hamid have established themes
such as social justice, identity and the human condition, intertwining narratives that resonate
with the complexities of Pakistani society. Therefore, literature serves as a mirror of the
national soul that reflects its struggles, aspirations and evoiving identity. Literature
Continues of Pakistani is evolved to engage with global literary trends while maintaining a
distinct voice that speaks to the country’s distinctive cultural context (Ramiz, 2023). Sports,
particularly cricket plays a significant role in Pakistan’s popular culture. Cricket is not just a
game in Pakistan but it is a national passion, which links people across ethnic, linguistic
and regional diversities. The sports have become a symbol of national pride and a means for
expressing collective identity (Jaska, 2011). The success of Pakistani cricket on the
international level has also contributed to the global image of the country, further reinforced
the connection between popular culture and national identity. Furthermore, the rise of digital
media has enlarged the role of sports in shaping popular culture and with the social media
platforms providing a space for fans to engage with the sport in new and collaborative ways.
Television and digital mediahave emerged as powerful platforms for cultural expression in
Pakistan. The production of television channels and the rise of digital media have
transformed the way Pakistan link and involve with popular culture. Television dramas have
become a central part of the cultural scene and with shows like Humsafarand Zindagr Gulzar
Hai capturing the imagination of audiences both within Pakistan and in the diaspora. These

dramas often highlight social issues, such as gender
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roles, family dynamics and class differences and providing a space for public discourse and
reflection. In the same way, digital media also has opened up new avenues for cultural
production and consumption and allowing for greater diversity and democratization of
cultural expression. Social media platforms, suchas YouTube, Instagram and Twitter have
given rise to new forms of cultural content, from vlogs and web series to memes and online
activism and further inspiring the cultural tapestry of Pakistan. The relationship between
local and global influences on Pakistani popular culture is a proof to the country’s ability to
engage with the global community while maintaining its cultural heritage. As Arjun
Appadurai (1996) notes in his concept of cultural flows, the movement of ideas, images and
values across cultures results in a dynamic process of exchange and transformation
(Appadurai, November 15, 1996). In Pakistan, this process is proof in the blending of
traditional practices with contemporary forms of expression. For example, traditional
Pakistani music has merged Western musical styles and creating new generation that appeal
to both local and global audiences. By the same way, fashion designers have embraced global
trends while staying true to their cultural roots, resulting in a vibrant fashion industry that
is both innovative and culturally grounded in Pakistan. The influence of globalization on
Pakistani popular culture is complex and multi-layered. While globalization has facilitated
the exchange of cultural ideas and practices, it has also raised concerns about the potential
erosion of local traditions and identities. However, rather than leading to cultural
homogenization, globalization in Pakistan has resulted in a vibrant synthesis of global and
local elements. This mixture has allowed Pakistan to participate in the global cultural
economy while maintaining a distinct cultural identity. The ability of a country to
circumnavigate the challenges and opportunities of globalization is a testament to its cultural

resilience and adaptability (Cameron & Stein, 2000, p. 532).
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Literature review

Popular cultures of Pakistan while vibrant and reflective of the national diverse
identity are indivisibly linked to an array of sociocultural, political and economic challenges.
(Asim et al., 2014) discusses challenges which add complexity to the already dynamic realm
of cultural expression, requiring careful consideration and critical analysis. One prominent
issue is the tension between modernity and tradition is continuing to shape cultural
narratives in Pakistan. Saddiqga et al., 2019 explore globalization has facilitated cross-cultural
communication; it simultaneously poses a risk of cultural homogenization, threatening the
sole characteristics of Pakistani cultural identity. Parveen & Bhatti, 2018 express censorship,
a significant barrier to the freedom of expression in popular culture, further complicates the
topography by imposing constraints on creative and intellectual discourse. Additionally the
author highlights the deep socioeconomic divide in Pakistan limits access to and
participation in popular culture segments of the population. The rise of radical ideologies
also poses a serious threat to cultural freedom and diversity. Likewise, the increasing
influenceof digital media introduces the issue of the digital divide, exacerbating disparities
in cultural engagement. Sheikh, 2018 delvelop deeper into these issues, the existing literature
provides valuable insights into the adaptability, compromiseand evolution of Pakistan’s
popular culture. Research on Pakistan’s popular culture encompasses a broad range of topics,
each shedding light on different aspects of the culture’s influence on Pakistani society.
Several studies have explored the impact of media, particularly Western cinematic media, on
the youth in Pakistan. Rafique et al., 2022 examines the phenomenon of truck art, for
instance, has been examined as a significant element of popular culture, reflectingthe diverse
experiences, modes of expression and worldviews prevalent within Pakistani society.
Furthermore, research has been conducted on the dissemination and consumption of

American popular culture in Pakistan, with a particular focus
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on how Pakistani youth interpret and engage with American films, television series and
online content. Ahmed, 2019 argues the adoption of Western modes of communication,
tashion and the broader ethos of Westernization in Pakistansignifies a growing cultural shift
towards Western ideals. Additionally, studies have traced the influence of sociopolitical
conditions on the development and evolution of drama and theater traditions in Pakistan,
underscoring the relationship between popular culture and political cynicism. Jaska 2019
discusses the transmission of ideas, meanings and values around the world in such a way as
to extend and intensify social relations. Cameron & Stein, 2000 express globalization has
been crucial in promoting intercultural exchange and cooperation. Through global networks,
international collaborations, and cultural exchange programs, individuals can engage in
cross-cultural dialogue, learn from one another, and foster mutual understanding. Cruz &
Stake, 2012 argues that popular culture often defined as the collective expression of a
society’s way oflife that reflects in the majority’s language, behavior and symbolic forms.
These studies collectively highlight the complex chemistry between popular culture and the
various forces that shape it, offering a comprehensive understanding of its rolein Pakistani

societyi

Effects of feminist ideology and women’s activism on Pakistani culture

Pakistani culture is characterized by the interweaving of two distinct strands of
feminism: modern Islamic feminism and secular liberal feminism, both of which have
significantly influenced the cultural topography of Pakistan. This dynamic interaction
extends beyond intellectual discourse, manifesting as a tangible phenomenon that permeates
the daily lives of Pakistanis. From a liberal perspective, the feminist paradigm centers on
challenging traditional norms. Liberals advocate for a secular, humanitarian approach that

seeks to redefine the roles assigned to women, promoting equal opportunities and rights.

They
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challenge right-wing nationalism and resist the constraints imposed by fundamentalist
interpretations of gender roles. Conversely, conservatives perceivefeminism through the lens
of religion, emphasizing the preservation of traditional gender roles and upholding right-
wing nationalism. Their approach often involvesreferencing religious texts to justify their
positions, as highlighted by Anjum (2020). This ideological separation creates a tension
within Pakistani society, where the push for progressive narratives by liberal activists is met
with resistancefrom conservative forces seeking to maintain religiously rooted conventions.
The clash between these perspectives is particularly pronounced in discussions surrounding
gender, feminism and national identity. While liberals advocate for a more secular approach,
conservatives emphasize the intrinsic connection between nationalism and Islam. This
ideological collision raises critical questions about the nature of empowerment, with liberals
focusing on equality and conservatives on religious empowerment. At the heart of this debate
lies the issue of national identity, with conservatives defending traditional values and liberals
challenging them, thus igniting a broader discourse on what it means to be Pakistani. The
potential consequences of this cultural clash are profound, as the divergent viewpoints
threaten to widen societal divisions and create a cultural schism withinPakistani society.
Moreover, the perception of feminist ideologies as being influenced by Western norms raises
concerns among certain conservative groups about the erosion of traditional cultural values,
as discussed by Serez (2017). This ongoing debate underscores the complexities of
navigating feminist discourses within the context of Pakistani culture, where the tension

between tradition and modernity remains a defining characteristic.

Western education effects youth education and traditional values divide

The adoption of English as the official language of instruction in Pakistanpresents

a complex set of impacts that are poised to have profound implications
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for the national cultural identity. Historically, Urdu has held a central role in the formation
of Pakistani national identity and has been deeply embedded in the cultural fabric of the
state. Selected by the nation’s founder, Muhammad Ali Jinnah, Urdu served as a unifying
force during the early years of Pakistan’s development, bringing together a highly diverse

population under a common linguistic banner.

Since the beginning of Pakistan, Urdu has been the medium through which the
country’s rich artistic, literary and cultural traditions have been expressed. Thelanguage of
poets, intellectuals and revolutionaries, who have used it to articulate the aspirations and
struggles of the people. The significance of Urdu in Pakistan extends far beyond its function
as a mere Ianguage; it embodies the essence of the national identity, reﬂecting the cultural
synthesis and various ethnic groups of Pakistan (Jan, 2010). Nonetheless, the growing
preference for English, particularly among the young generation represents more than just

a shift in language and it indicates a departure from this cultural and historical anchor.

This trend is particularly evident among the upper-middle and elite classes, where
pride in speaking Urdu is waning. This decline in linguistic pride not only weakens the
cultural roots associated with the national language but also disrupts the continuity of
historical narratives embedded in Urdu. The linguistic divide between Urdu and English
threatens to erode the rich cultural and linguistic heritage that Urdu represents. With its
idiomatic expressions, nuanced meanings and cultural connotations, Urdu has served as a
repository of Pakistan’s cultural legacy since the nation’s inception. The shift toward English
risks standardizing language in a way that dilutes the unique cultural subtleties embedded in
Urdu, thereby jeopardizing the essence of Pakistan’s identity (Zahra et al., 2023, p. online).
In addition, the implications of this linguistic shift extend beyond language itself, affecting

academic, social and economic spheres (Hassan, June
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06, 2021). The emphasis on English proficiency, often associated with social status and
access to opportunities, may exacerbate exIsting soC10economic inequalities. Despite the
widespread belief that English-medium education is the key to future success, it may
inadvertently widen the socioeconomic divide (Azhar etal., ZOZI). This linguistic transition
could also foster a sense of alienation among those who are not proficient in English,
hindering effective communication and participation in various societal domains. In a
country with a rich linguistic heritage, the marginalization of Urdu in favor of English may
create social barriers, limit access to shared cultural experiences and diminish the

inclusiveness that a national language should promote (Ashraf, 2023).

The shift from Urdu to English in Pakistan presents a significant challenge, affecting
not only the linguistic diversity of the country but also its cultural identity, social cohesion
and individual opportunities. Urdu is not merely a language issue; it is a critical component
of Pakistan’s historical and cultural heritage, integral to the nation’s journey both before and
after partition and a factor in the eventual secession of Bangladesh. By recognizing the
historical importance of Urdu and its role in shaping Pakistan’s narrative, efforts can be
directed toward preserving a resilient and inclusive cultural legacy that truly reflects the

nation’s essence, thereby safeguarding it from potential threats (Khalid & Khan, 20006).

Effect of policy inconsistency and the state’s incapability to differentiate objective

reality

Pakistani culture can be traced back to inconsistent policies and the state's failure to
differentiate between objective reality and subjective perceptions, as evident in the downfall
of the country's film industry. In the 1970s, Pakistan was among the top ten nations in

global cinema production. However, due to erratic
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policy decisions, the industry has significantly deteriorated; today, Pakistan produces fewer
than 25 films annually, a sharp decline from the over one hundred films produced in the
early 1980s (Tariq & Aslam, 2021). Censorship issues further exacerbate the situation, as
filmmakers struggle to steer arbitrary regulations, leading to self-censorship. This
environment stifles creativity and limits the scope of cinematic exploration to local dramas
and safe genres. Despite a brief resurgence in 2007, the ban on Indian films has had a
detrimental impact on the industry, contributing to a decline in 2016—2017 and 2019 and
hampering the expansion of theater chains. The case of Zindagi Tamasha illustrates the
challenges faced by artistic expression when confronted with extremist religious ideologies
(Duja, August 19, 203). Despite being cleared for release, threats froma radical religious
group prevented its screening, highlighting the state’s reluctance to challenge such
extremism, which in turn negatively affects artistic freedom. Although the film received

international acclaim that faced significant obstacles within Pakistan (The Express Tribune,

November 29, 2023).

These challenges are compounded by state biases and contradictions, whichoften
prioritize oversimplified narratives over nuanced and critical perspectives. The state’s
preference for particular narratives is evident in the success of the Turkish series Dirilis:
Ertugrul, despite its historical inaccuracies. Inconsistenciesin cultural policies marked by a
lack of coherence and continuity have led to the decline of the film industry, restricted

cultural exploration and a paucity of support for diverse storytelling (Hesmondhalgh &

Prat, Februray 2005).

The artistic expression and cultural engagement as vital components of socio-political
discourse and nation building is underscored by observations from the Faiz Culture Report
(Toor, 2005). Additionally, the increasing inclination of Pakistani youth towards English-
language shows and Hollywood productions raises concerns about the inability of

Pakistani media to preserve its cultural
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heritage. Nevertheless, there is a risk that laws may be used as blunt instrumentsof control;
thus, it is crucial to carefully consider the government's role to ensure that it does not
infringe upon the right to free speech. The marginalization of cultural media, resulting in a
lack of creativity, cultural misunderstanding and a tendency to suppress diversity and
inquiry, significantly affects society. The imposition of binary divisions by external
perspectives, such as ‘liberal’ versus ‘conservative’ or ‘religious’ versus ‘secular,” leads to

oversimplification and hinders a comprehensive understanding of Pakistani culture (Zaaidi,

March 07, 2009).

Restricted view of the nation’s identity due to internal and external disputes

Pakistani nation entangled 1na complex web of internal and external crises,which is
experiencing an unprecedented threat to its cultural fabric. The fundamental pillars of social
cohesion and stability are at risk as extremism and intolerance emerge as universal
unwelcome forces. Recent research examining the roots of this growing hazard highlights
a limited and exclusionary understanding of national identity as a key factor. This
exclusionary vision by marginalizing certain groups and perspectives are sowing seeds of
discord withinthe national diverse social structure. The impact on social cohesion is an
evident as the unity that has historically been a source of strength for this heterogeneous
society is now being underm ined by fractures in the national identity. The possibility to

violence by some communities desperate their voices to hear when peaceful avenues are

exhausted, reveals a lack of effective channels for nonviolent discourse (UNDP, 2022).

The cultural threat is further exacerbated by the fragile state of the economy that
intensifies social tensions and heightens the vulnerability of communities to extremist

ideologies. Furthermore, the nation has been severely
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impacted by recent climatic disasters, which have exposed vulnerabilities that extend beyond
environmental concerns. The inadequate governmental response tothese crises has revealed
deeper systemic issues that threaten to erode Pakistan’s deeply rooted cultural heritage (Sajid,
May 16, 2023). The stability of Pakistan’s culture is further endangered by the rise of
extremist groups along its borders and the strained relations with India, both of which cast
ominous shadows over regional and global security. In this complex prospect, China is
playing a significant role of presenting both opportunities and challenges. As a close ally,
China’s influence could either exacerbate or alleviate the complexities within Pakistani
cultural prospect; it 1is depending on its engagement, The issues facing Pakistan are not
merely geopolitical; they are deeply personal, affecting the lives of ordinary citizens who
yearn for peace, harmony and the preservation of their rich cultural diversity. Addressing
these challenges is not only a political and economic imperative but also a deeply human one

and crucial for maintaining the essence of Pakistan’s rich cultural legacy (Khan, 2022).

Westernization and its influence on the popular culture of Pakistan

The influence of Westernization on Pakistani culture is a multi-layered and dynamic
phenomenon that integrates diverse perspectives into the complex fabric of a society in
transition. The responses to this cultural shift vary significantly across different regions,
social classes and generational divides. For some, the influence of Westernization is seen as
a marker of modernity and global inter- connectedness, flawlessly woven into the evolving
narrative of their lives. These individuals embrace the incorporation of Western elements
into their daily practices, viewing these changes as opportunities for cultural enrichment and
progressive transformation. However, the narrative is not universally accepted, as others
perceive these shifts as potential threats to deeply rooted traditional values. The

introduction of Western influences raises concerns about cultural
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preservation, particularly the fear that such influences might erode long-standing customs
and beliefs. A delicate balance thus characterizes the ongoing cultural transformation in
Pakistan, where the vibrancy of change coexists with apprehensions about the potential loss
of cherished traditions (Khanum, 2021). The acceptance of Westernized attire, the portrayal
of intimate scenes in media and the growing curiosity among youth regarding Western
influences have sparked debates about the future of cultural norms in Pakistan. Western-
inspired clothing, including shorts, t-shirts and formal wear has gained popularity and
acceptance especially in urban areas. The shift is evident in the evolving fashion choices of
individuals, where traditional Pakistani styles are increasingly blended with Western
elements, as seen on the runways of fashion shows and cultural festivals (Tahir, July 23,
2023). This fusion reflects the changing tastes andinterests of the public, highlighting the
dynamic nature of the society in Pakistan. There is also a significant transformation
underway linguistically with English becoming the preferred language, particularly in major
cities. The influence of Western culture extends beyond language, permeating various
aspects of popular culture. The prevalence of Western idioms and expressions in song lyrics,
commercial narratives and social media interactions illustrates the depth of this linguistic

evolution (Thao & Herman, January 2021).

The culinary prospect in Pakistan has similarly been impacted by Westernization.
Fast-food franchises and Western dining practices have been wellreceived, particularly in
urban areas. The proliferation of restaurants offering Western-style foods, such as pizza and
burgers, signifies a shift in dietary preferences inspired by the West. This complex interplay
between tradition and Western influence underscores Pakistani society’s adaptability to
changing cultural dynamics. The integration of language, cuisine and fashion captures the

essence of a society striving to balance its rich cultural heritage with the allure of
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external influences (Vadi, 2023). Likewise, Western concepts such as individuality, personal
autonomy and gender equality have spurred changes in societal attitudes and values. These
ideas have particularly influenced the perspectives of younger generations on issues such as
relationships and gender roles. As with any cultural shift, the impression of Westernization
on Pakistani cultural life is marked by a spectrum of viewpoints (Mehak & Khan, January
2022). This complexity underscores the coexistence of multiple perspectives, each
contributing uniquely to the complicated cultural topography. As Pakistan directs this
complex interaction between tradition and modernity, it 1s imperative to acknowledge and

appreciate the diverse Viewpoints that shape the nation is evolving cultural identity (Pirzadeh

& Pirzadeh, 2019; Sultan & Bukhari, 2020).

Catering to challenges of popular culture in Pakistan
Pakistani popular music serves as a tool

In the dynamic setting of Pakistani mainstream music, artists have evolved into influential
storytellers who utilize their musical platforms to challenge deeply rooted cultural norms
and address critical societal issues. A prominent example is the pioneering rock band Junoon,
whose innovative fusion of contemporary rock with traditional Sufi melodies has carved a
unique niche in the music industry. Although not overtly political, Junoon’s music subtly
intertwines themes of spirituality, peace and communal harmony, encouraging listeners to
reflect on societal norms, particularly in the context of rising religious extremism. The band’s
ability to merge spiritual and cultural elements within their rock compositions has sparked
a nuanced discourse, prompting audiences to contemplate the complexities of their society.
Similarly, Shehzad Roy, a distinguished voice in a different musical genre, leverages his art
to offer incisive social commentary. In his song Laga Reh, Roy confronts the pervasive
issue of

corruption, urging listeners to recognize their collective responsibility in fostering
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a just society. Roy’s influence extends beyond his musical endeavors; his philanthropic work,
particularly through the Zindagi Trust, exemplifies how musicians can drive societal change
beyond their artistic contributions. These examples illustrate how music with its profound
emotional impact and cultural resonance, serves as a powerful medium for challenging social

norms, initiating meaningful conversations and advocating for positive change in the face of

systemic challenges (Peralta, November 03, 2021).

Sports as a Unifying Force

In Pakistan sports, particularly cricket holds a special place in the hearts of the people,
transcending mere athleticism to become a national passion that unitesthe country. Cricket
is more than just a game; it is a cultural phenomenon that mirrors broader societal forces.
Victories and defeats on the cricket field resonate with the collective psyche of the nation,
symbolizing resilience and national pride.Sports, especially cricket, play a crucial role in
fostering national unity in Pakistan, a country where the sport is deeply embedded in the
cultural fabric. The nation’s love for cricket is paralleled by its enthusiasm for other sports
like squashand field hockey, each contributing to the national identity. Iconic sports figures
such as Imran Khan are celebrated not only for their athletic prowess but also for embodying
the qualities of leadership and resilience that the nation admires (Marsden, 2007; Pirzadeh
& Pirzadeh, 2019).

Pakistani Cuisine as a Cultural Stronghold

Pakistani cuisine serves as a vital bastion against external influences that might
threaten the integrity of the nation’s popular culture, playing a crucial rolein preserving
and reinforcing Pakistan’s cultural identity. The rich culinary traditions, characterized by
their diversity and abundance are a powerful manifestation of its cultural heritage. Pakistani

cuisine is a testament to the
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nation’s cultural plurality, blending various regional cuisines and culinary practices. The use
of indigenous ingredients, flavors and cooking techniques contributes to a distinctive
culinary identity that resists external homogenization. Furthermore, the centrality of food in
Pakistani social interactions fosters a sense of community and shared cultural experience.
The commitment to preserving traditional cooking methods and recipes within Pakistani

households also acts as aform of cultural conservation, safeguarding the nation’s heritage

from dilution (Gandhi, 2024).

Balancing Islamic Teachings with Modern Cultural Values

Addressing the challenges in Pakistani popular culture requires a nuanced approach
that balances Islamic teachings with contemporary values and behaviors. This complexity
necessitates education and awareness that promote a deep understanding of the core tenets
of Islam, fostering a faith-based perspective.Open dialogues between generations with
differing views on modern culture mustrecognize the diversity of interpretations of Islamic
principles within their historical and cultural contexts. Media platforms that provide
accurate information, alongside community-based Islamic programs focused on welfare, can
serve as unifying forces. Encouraging critical thinking within the framework of Islamic
teachings allows individuals to evaluate cultural practices in light of their beliefs. Civic
engagement demonstrates how Muslims can contribute to creating a just society, upholding
Islamic values such as respect for diversity and social responsibility. Meaningful youth
engagement, grounded in Islamic norms, ensures a comprehensive approach to addressing

issues in popular culture (Ieyf - De, 2010).
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Conclusion

The complicated relationship between popular culture and the formation of identities in
Pakistan reflects a multi-layered process shaped by both tradition and modernity. As the
demonstrated and popular culture in Pakistan acts as a powerfulmediator, negotiating the
tension between deeply rooted cultural practices and the pressures of global influences. The
various domains of popular culture, such as music, fashion, literature, sports and digital
media provide unique platforms for expressing and shaping national identity and
contributing to a rich cultural tapestry that defines contemporary society of Pakistan. The
dynamics of local traditions and global cultural flows reveals that the integration between
them is being merely passive. Pakistani cultural expressions actively engage with and
reinterpret external influences, thereby creating a hybrid cultural landscape. This
hybridization not only preserves traditional elements but also facilitates the emergence of
new cultural forms that resonate with both local and global audiences. The influence of
globalization, while complex and multi-layered led to a synthesis rather than a
homogenization of culture and allowing Pakistan to maintain its cultural heritage while
participating in global dialogues. Moreover, the theoretical framework of Cultural
Hegemony, as applied in this study, highlights the significant role of popular culture in
either reinforcing or challenging dominant cultural narratives. In Pakistan, popular culture
serves as a site of both resistance and accommodation where cultural identities are
continuously negotiated and redefined. The ongoing process of cultural negotiation
highlights the resilience and adaptability of Pakistani society in the face of modernity
challenges. Ultimately, the understanding of the role of popular culture in shaping collective
identities within Pakistan is rapidly changing socio- cultural landscape. The dynamic and
evolving nature of cultural expressions, which are not only reflective of the present but

also instrumental in shaping the

54



| Al-Qantara, Volume 10, Issue 2 (2024)
| Research Article |

future. The cultural resilience of Pakistan lies in its ability to explore the complexities of
tradition and modernity thereby forging a unique cultural identity that is both rooted in its

past and open to the possibilities of the future.

References

Appadurai, A. (November 15, 1996). Modernity At Large: Cultural
Dimensions of Globalization. Public Worlds, OI.

Ashraf, H. (2023). The ambivalent role of Urdu and English in multilingual
Pakistan: aBourdieusian study. Language Policy, 22, 25-43.
https://doi.org/https:/ /doi.org/10.1007/s10993-022-09623-6

Azhar, M., Qureshi, M., Baber, S., & Abas, F. (2021 ). An impact of westernization on
Islamiccultural of university students in Pakistan. Paper presented at the 16th
International Conference on Statistical Sciences. PSYCHOLOGY AND
EDUCATION, 3801), 4677-4687.

Cameron, D., & Stein, J. G. (2000). Globalization, Culture and Society: The State as
Place Amidst Shifting Spaces. Canadian Public Policy , 26, S15-534.
https://doi.org/https:/ /doi.org/10.2307/3552569

Cruz, F., & Stake, R. (October 2012). Teaching for Equity, Learning about Discrimination
in aMeritocratic Society. Qualitative Research in Education, 01(02), 112-134.
https: // doi.org/ DOI: 104471/ qre.2012.07

Duja, B. (August 19, 203). Zindagr' Tamasha: A Bold Statement on the Sensitive in
Pakistan.Retrieved from Kashmir Observer:
https:/ /kashmirobserver.net/2023/08/19 /zindagi- tamasha-a-bold-
statement-on-the-sensitive-in-pakistan/

Gandhi, D. B. (2024). Seminar on Intangible Cultural Heritage for Food Storage in the
SAARCRegion. SAARC Cultural Center Srilanka, online.
https://doi.org/https:/ /saarcculture.org/seminar-on-intangible-cultural-heritage-
for-food- storage-in-the-saarc-region/

Hassan, S. A. (June 06, 2021). Linguistic Capital in the University and the Hegemony of
55



| Al-Qantara, Volume 10, Issue 2 (2024)
| Research Article |

English: Medieval Origins and Future Directions. Sage, 71(02).
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1177/21582440211021842

Hesmondhalgh, D., & Prat, A. C. (Februray 2005). Cultural Industries and Cultural Policy.
International Journal of Cultural Policy, 11(01), 0I-13.

56



| Al-Qantara, Volume 10, Issue 2 (2024)
| Research Article |

https://doi.org/l().1080/10286630500067598

Ieyt -De, I. (2016). OIC YOUTH STRATEGY. OIC documents, 01-30.
htps://doi.org/https:/ /www.oic-oci.org/docdown,/2docID=305 I 8refID=1121

Jan, M. A. (2010). Contested and Contextual Identities: Echnicity, Religion. University of
York.https://doi.org/(PhD thesis)

Jaska, K. L. (2011). Sports and Collective Identity. The SALS Review of International
Affairs, 31(01), 39-41.

Khalid, S. M., & Khan, F. M. (2006). Pakistan: The state of education. 7he Muslim
World, ,96(02), 305-322.

Khan, M. A. (2022). National Integration: Challenges and Options for Pakistan. /SSA,
07701),34-69.

Khanum, M. (2021). SOCIO-POLITICAL CHALLENGES OF 21ST CENTURYAND
CULTURAL BARRIERS OF PAKISTANI SOCIETY. Pakistan Journal of
International Affairs, 0402), 48-61.

Marsden, M. (2007). All male sonic gatherings, Islamic reform, and masculinity in northern
Pakistan. American Ethnologist, 3403), 473-490.

Mehak, & Khan, M. S. (January 2022). Historical Review of Cultural
Assortment;Influence of Non-native Cultures on Pakistani Youth. Journal of
Historical Studies, 0801), 139-157.

Peralta, L. (November 03, 2021). How Does Music Affect Society? Retrieved from Save
the Music Foundation: https://www.savethemusic.org/blog/how-does-music-
affect-society/

Pirzadeh, S., & Pirzadeh, T. (2019). Pakistani popular music: A call to reform in the public
sphere. South Asian Popular Culture, 17702), 197-211.

Ramiz, M. (2023). DECOLONIZING THE LITERARY LANDSCAPE:. Harf
o Siukhan,07703), S01-512.

Sajid, B. (May 16, 2023). Pakistan At a Dangerous Crossroads. Retrieved from Asia

Dispatches: https://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/ pakistan-dangerous-

57


http://www.oic-oci.org/docdown/?docID=3051&refID=1121
http://www.oic-oci.org/docdown/?docID=3051&refID=1121
http://www.savethemusic.org/blog/how-does-music-affect-society/
http://www.savethemusic.org/blog/how-does-music-affect-society/
http://www.savethemusic.org/blog/how-does-music-affect-society/
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/pakistan-dangerous-crossroads
http://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/pakistan-dangerous-crossroads

| Al-Qantara, Volume 10, Issue 2 (2024)
| Research Article |

crossroads

Sultan, M., & Bukhari, A. G. (2020). Challenges of Westernized Culture to Pakistani. AZ-
azhar, 06001, online.
https://doi.org/azhaar.org/index.php/alazhar/article /view/28

Tahir, N. (July 23, 2023). THE FACES BEHIND PAKISTAN'S FASHIONTOK.

Retrieved from

T Magazine: https://tribune.com.pk/story/2427590/the-faces-behind-
pakistans-fashiontok

Tariq, M., & Aslam, M. J. (2021 ). DECLINE OF PAKISTANI FILM INDUSTRY.
Journal ofISOSS, 0702), 219-233.

58


http://www.wilsoncenter.org/blog-post/pakistan-dangerous-crossroads

| Al-Qantara, Volume 10, Issue 2 (2024)
| Research Article |

Thao, N. V., & Herman. (January 2021). An Analysis of Idiomatic Expressions Found in Ed
Sheeran’s Selected. MIDDLE EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC BULLETIN, 08, 217-258.
Retrieved from MIDDLE EUROPEAN SCIENTIFIC BULLETIN.

The Express Tribune. (November 29, 2023). Retrieved from Pakistani cinema takes centre stage:
‘Kamli’ and ‘In Flames’ shine at international film festivals:
https://tribune.com.pk/story/2448372 / pakistani-cinema-takes-centre-stage-kamli-and-in-
flames-shine-at-international-film-festivals#google_vignette

Toor, S. (2005). A national culture for Pakistan: The political economy of a debate. Inrer-Asia
Cultural Studies, 06(03), 318-340. https:/ /doi.org/10.1080/14649370500169946

UNDP. (2022). SOCIAL COHESION FRAMEWORK. Chin Peace & Tranquility Council,
I'31. https://doi.org/https:/ /documents.sfcg.org/wp-
content,/uploads/2017,/02/SC2_Framework-copy.pdf

Vadi, V. (2023). Cultural Heritage in International Economic Law. Ebook, 232-326.
https://doi.org/https://doi.org/10.1163/9789004347823_008

Zaaidi, S. A. (March 07, 2009). South Asia? West Asia? Pakistan: Location, Identity. Economicand
Political Weekly, 36-39. Economic and Political Weekly, 44(10), 36-39.

Zahra, S., Khan, A. B., & Hassan, A. (2023). Translation Shifts in relation to Cultural
Implications from English to Urdu Translation of Shafak’s Honour. PHLR, 0704).
https://doi.org/ https://doi.org/10.47205/plhr.2023(7-1V)23

59



