
| Al-Qantara, Volume,9, Issue,2 (2023) | 

|Research Article | 

56 | P a g e 

 

 

Nationalism in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan: A Literary Analysis 

 
            Dr. Abdul Saboor 

Lecturer Arabic, Department of Arabic language & literature, University of Sargodha 

 

ABSTRACT 
This article provides a detailed literary analysis of the national themes present in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan, a 

collection of poetry that reflects his profound love for Egypt. The analysis explores Ibrahim's exploration of 

national identity, unity, the struggle for freedom, and socio-political critique within his poetry. The article 

examines how Ibrahim personifies Egypt as a beloved entity, emphasizing the importance of cultural heritage 

and historical legacy in shaping national identity. It also highlights Ibrahim's portrayal of the struggle for 

freedom, showcasing his depiction of Egypt's fight against colonialism and oppression. Furthermore, the 

article delves into Ibrahim's socio-political critique, focusing on his commentary on corruption, injustice, and 

societal divisions. The analysis emphasizes the call to unity and collective action present in Ibrahim's work, 

inspiring readers to rise above their differences and work towards a common destiny. Overall, this article sheds 

light on the significant national themes in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan and highlights the enduring power of his 

poetry to evoke a sense of national pride and shape the discourse on Egypt's national identity. 
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Introduction 

Hafez Ibrahim, a prominent figure in Arabic literature, was a renowned Egyptian poet who played a significant 

role in shaping the cultural and literary landscape of the 20th century. His collection of poems, known as 

Diwan, encompasses a wide range of themes and emotions, reflecting the social and political context of his 

time. This article aims to analyze the national themes found in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan and their impact on 

Egyptian identity, drawing upon specific examples from his poetry. 

Hafez Ibrahim: An Introduction 

Hafez Ibrahim, born on October 20, 1872, in Al-Matariya, Egypt, is widely recognized as one of the most 

prominent figures in Arabic literature. As an influential Egyptian poet, his work has left an indelible mark on 

the literary landscape of the 20th century. Ibrahim's profound insights into the human condition, his lyrical 

style, and his exploration of themes such as love, nationalism, and social justice have earned him a revered 

place among the literary giants of his time. 

Early Life and Literary Pursuits 
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 Hafez Ibrahim exhibited a strong inclination towards literature from an early age, driven by a deep 

appreciation for the power of language. Despite facing personal hardships and limited resources, he remained 

committed to pursuing his passion for poetry and literature. Ibrahim's dedication led him to study classical 

Arabic poetry extensively, drawing inspiration from renowned poets such as Abu al-Tayyib al-Mutanabbi and 

Ahmad Shawqi. 

Engagement with Intellectual Circles 

 Immersed in Egypt's vibrant intellectual and literary circles, Ibrahim actively engaged with fellow writers, 

critics, and scholars. This exposure allowed him to refine his craft and deepen his understanding of the cultural, 

social, and political dynamics of his era. It was during this period that Ibrahim developed a strong sense of 

national identity, aligning himself with the emerging movement for Egyptian independence from British 

colonial rule. 

Literary Style and Themes 

 Hafez Ibrahim's poetry is characterized by its lyrical beauty, profound symbolism, and emotional depth. His 

verses explore a diverse range of themes, including love, longing, patriotism, and the struggle for freedom. 

Through rich imagery, elegant metaphors, and rhythmic patterns, Ibrahim demonstrated his mastery of the 

Arabic language and his ability to convey complex emotions with simplicity and grace. See a sample of his 

poems in this regard: 

 يا حافظ الفصحى وحارس مجدها

 وإمام مَن نجلَت من البلغاء  

 ما زلتَ تهتف بالقديم وفضله

 حتى حميت أمانة القدماء  

خالدًا خلَّفتَ في الدنيا بيانًا  

 وتركت أجيالًً من الأبناء  

 وغدًا سيذكرك الزمان ولم يزَل

 للدهر إنصاف وحسن جزاء  

Notable Works 

Ibrahim's most significant contribution to Arabic literature is his renowned collection of poems known as 

Diwan. This seminal work showcases the breadth and depth of his literary talent, solidifying his reputation as 

a leading figure in Arabic poetry. The Diwan captures Ibrahim's unwavering love for Egypt, his poignant 

reflections on the human condition, and his unwavering commitment to social justice. 

Influence and Legacy 
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 Beyond his own poetry, Hafez Ibrahim played a pivotal role in nurturing young talent and promoting literary 

expression among his contemporaries. He co-founded the literary journal Al-Lata'if (The Subtleties), 

providing a platform for emerging writers and intellectuals to showcase their work. Ibrahim's poetry continues 

to resonate with readers, inspiring subsequent generations of poets and writers, and cementing his place as a 

luminary in Arabic literature.  

Historical Background of national themes in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan 

The national themes found in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan are deeply rooted in the historical context of Egypt 

during the late 19th and early 20th centuries. This period was marked by significant political and social 

changes, including the struggle for independence from British colonial rule, the rise of nationalism, and a quest 

for cultural revival. Understanding this historical background is crucial to comprehending the nationalistic 

sentiments prevalent in Ibrahim's poetry. 

Egypt's fight against British colonialism greatly influenced Ibrahim's poetic expression. The country had been 

under British occupation since the 19th century, and during Ibrahim's lifetime, Egyptians actively sought 

independence and self-determination. This struggle for freedom and sovereignty is a recurring theme in his 

poetry, reflecting the collective aspirations and desires of the Egyptian people. 

Ibrahim's poetry often portrays Egypt as a metaphorical beloved, emphasizing the deep love and attachment 

he felt for his homeland. He celebrated Egypt's rich history, cultural heritage, and natural beauty, evoking a 

sense of national pride. Through his verses, he sought to awaken a sense of belonging and unity among 

Egyptians, encouraging them to embrace their shared identity and work together for the betterment of the 

nation. 

Moreover, Ibrahim's Diwan addresses the societal and political challenges faced by Egyptians during that era. 

He offers socio-political critique, highlighting issues such as corruption, injustice, and oppression. Through 

his poetry, he advocated for a fair and just society, calling for equality, human dignity, and the eradication of 

societal ills. By addressing these concerns, Ibrahim not only expressed his own frustrations but also mirrored 

the sentiments of his fellow countrymen. 

The emergence of nationalism in Egypt during this time also played a crucial role in shaping the national 

themes found in Ibrahim's Diwan. Nationalism became a powerful force, fostering a sense of pride, unity, and 

collective identity among Egyptians. Ibrahim's poetry reflected and amplified these sentiments, invoking a 

sense of national consciousness and a commitment to the well-being of the nation. 

In conclusion, the national themes present in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan are deeply intertwined with the historical 
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context of Egypt's struggle for independence, the rise of nationalism, and the quest for cultural revival. 

Ibrahim's poetry reflects the love, pride, and unity Egyptians felt for their homeland, while also addressing 

social and political challenges. Through his evocative verses, Ibrahim captured the zeitgeist of his time and 

contributed to the shaping of Egyptian national identity and consciousness. 

Love for Egypt Throughout Diwan Hafez Ibrahim 

Throughout the Diwan of Hafez Ibrahim, his profound love for Egypt shines through his poetry. The collection 

encompasses a wide range of emotions and themes, but his love for his homeland is a recurring motif that 

permeates his verses. Ibrahim's deep attachment to Egypt is evident in his vivid descriptions, passionate 

expressions, and evocative imagery that capture the essence of the country's beauty, heritage, and people. 

In numerous poems, Ibrahim portrays Egypt as a beloved entity, endowing it with human-like qualities and 

bestowing upon it a sacred status. His verses often depict the land, the Nile, and the cities as living entities 

that hold a special place in his heart. Through his words, he personifies Egypt, presenting it as a cherished 

partner, a source of inspiration, and a guiding force in his life. 

One of the central themes that emerges from Ibrahim's love for Egypt is a celebration of its rich history and 

cultural heritage. He pays homage to Egypt's glorious past, its ancient civilization, and its contributions to 

human civilization. His verses reflect a deep appreciation for the pyramids, temples, and monuments that stand 

as testaments to Egypt's greatness. Ibrahim's love for Egypt is intertwined with a profound sense of pride in 

its cultural legacy, and he seeks to awaken a similar reverence and appreciation among his readers. 

Furthermore, Ibrahim's love for Egypt extends beyond its historical and cultural significance. His poems often 

depict the natural beauty of the land, its landscapes, and its diverse flora and fauna. He celebrates Egypt's 

enchanting sunsets, the golden glow of its deserts, and the gentle breeze that carries the fragrance of its flowers. 

Through his vivid descriptions, Ibrahim evokes a sense of place and immerses the reader in the enchanting 

beauty of Egypt's natural surroundings. 

In addition to his appreciation for Egypt's physical attributes, Ibrahim's love for the country is intertwined with 

a deep concern for its well-being and a desire for its progress. His poetry reflects a sense of responsibility 

towards Egypt and a call for its preservation and development. He urges his fellow countrymen to unite, 

overcome internal divisions, and work towards a brighter future for the nation. 

Overall, Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan stands as a testament to his unwavering love for Egypt. His poetry captures 

the multifaceted aspects of the country, celebrating its history, culture, natural beauty, and people. Through 

his verses, he instills a sense of pride, unity, and responsibility among Egyptians, inspiring them to cherish 

and safeguard their homeland. Ibrahim's love for Egypt serves as a profound expression of his deep-rooted 
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connection to his country, and his poetry continues to resonate with readers, invoking a shared sense of 

adoration and reverence for Egypt's enduring spirit. See a sample of his poems in this regard: 

 متى أرى النيل لً تحلو موارده

ب لله مُرتق ب    لغير مُرته 

 فقد غدت مصرُ في حال إذا ذكُرَت

 جادت جفوني لها باللؤلؤ الرطب  

 كأنني عند ذكرى ما ألمَّ بها

د بين الموت والهرب    قرمٌ تردَّ

جن مُتكَأإذا نطقتُ فقاعُ الس  

ب    وإن سكتُّ فإن النفس لم تط 

 أيشتكي الفقرَ غادينا ورائحنا

 ونحن نمشي على أرض من الذهب ؟

 لعمرك ما أرقتُ لغير مصر

 وما ليَ دونها أملٌ يرُامُ 

 ذكرتُ جلالها أيام كانت

 تصول بها الفراعنة العظامُ 

 وأيامَ الرجالُ بها رجال

 !وأيامَ الزمانُ لها غلامُ 

National Identity and Unity in Hafez Ibrahim's poems  

In Hafez Ibrahim's poems, a strong emphasis is placed on national identity and unity, reflecting his deep 

commitment to his homeland, Egypt. Through his evocative verses, Ibrahim explores the collective 

consciousness and shared experiences of the Egyptian people, advocating for a sense of national pride, 

solidarity, and the pursuit of a common destiny. 

One of the key ways in which Ibrahim expresses the theme of national identity is through his portrayal of 

Egypt as a beloved entity. He personifies the country, endowing it with human qualities and treating it as a 

living being. By doing so, he fosters a deep emotional connection between the reader and the nation, invoking 

a sense of belonging and attachment. This personification serves as a powerful tool in uniting the readers under 

a shared national identity, emphasizing the importance of Egypt as a collective entity. 

Ibrahim's poems often celebrate Egypt's rich history and cultural heritage as integral components of its national 

identity. He draws inspiration from Egypt's ancient civilization, its pharaohs, and its historical achievements. 

Through his verses, Ibrahim instills a sense of pride in Egypt's past, recognizing it as a source of strength and 
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resilience for the present generation. By highlighting Egypt's cultural legacy, he reinforces a collective sense 

of identity and connects Egyptians to their historical roots. 

Moreover, Ibrahim's poetry frequently addresses the socio-political challenges faced by Egyptians during his 

time. He critiques societal divisions, corruption, and injustice, emphasizing the need for unity and solidarity 

to overcome these obstacles. His poems often serve as a call to action, encouraging his fellow countrymen to 

rise above their differences and work together towards a better future. Through his words, Ibrahim advocates 

for a shared sense of purpose and a common goal, fostering a sense of unity among Egyptians. 

In addition to highlighting the importance of national identity and unity, Ibrahim's poetry also underscores the 

diversity and inclusivity of Egypt. He celebrates the rich tapestry of cultures, religions, and ethnicities that 

coexist within the country's borders. Ibrahim's poems acknowledge the contributions of all Egyptians, 

regardless of their backgrounds, and promote a sense of collective ownership and responsibility for the nation's 

well-being. This inclusive approach contributes to a broader understanding of national identity that transcends 

individual differences. 

Hafez Ibrahim's poems serve as a rallying cry for national unity and pride, forging a shared identity among 

Egyptians. His exploration of national themes emphasizes the interconnectedness of Egypt's history, culture, 

and people. Through his verses, Ibrahim inspires a sense of belonging, fostering a collective spirit and a 

commitment to a shared national destiny. His poetry continues to resonate with readers, invoking a deep sense 

of national pride and unity, contributing to the shaping of Egypt's evolving national identity. Some examples 

are as under: 

 

 .هنا العلا وهناك المجد والحسب                     لمصر أم لربوع الشام تنتسب

 وإن سألت عن الًباء فالعرب                       أم اللغات غداة الفخر أمّهما

 لها راسيات الشام تضطربباتت                          إذا ألمّت بوادي النيل نازلة

 .أجابه في ذرى لبنان منتحب                     وإن دعا في ثرى الأهرام ذو ألم

Struggle for Freedom in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan  

In Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan, the theme of the struggle for freedom occupies a prominent place, reflecting his 

unwavering commitment to the pursuit of independence and self-determination. Drawing inspiration from 

Egypt's fight against British colonial rule, Ibrahim's poetry captures the aspirations, sacrifices, and resilience 

of the Egyptian people in their quest for freedom. 

One of the central aspects of the struggle for freedom in Ibrahim's poems is the portrayal of Egypt as a beloved 

homeland held captive by external forces. Through vivid imagery and evocative metaphors, he depicts the 
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shackles of oppression and the yearning for liberation. Ibrahim's verses paint a picture of a nation yearning to 

break free from the chains of colonialism, reclaiming its autonomy, and embracing a future of self-governance. 

Ibrahim's poems often pay tribute to the heroic figures and events that shaped Egypt's struggle for freedom. 

He commemorates the sacrifices made by revolutionaries, martyrs, and freedom fighters who fought for the 

nation's liberation. Through his verses, Ibrahim immortalizes their courage, determination, and unwavering 

spirit, ensuring that their legacy lives on in the hearts and minds of Egyptians. 

Moreover, Ibrahim's poetry captures the collective consciousness and shared experiences of the Egyptian 

people during the struggle for freedom. He portrays the sense of unity, solidarity, and resilience that emerged 

from the desire for independence. His verses serve as a rallying cry, inspiring his fellow countrymen to stand 

together, overcome adversity, and work towards a common goal. Ibrahim's poetry becomes a voice for the 

voiceless, conveying the hopes, dreams, and aspirations of a nation yearning for freedom. 

The struggle for freedom in Ibrahim's Diwan extends beyond the political realm. He also addresses the social, 

cultural, and intellectual aspects of the fight for liberation. His poetry explores the need to challenge societal 

norms, break free from mental constraints, and foster a sense of individual and collective empowerment. 

Ibrahim's verses convey the importance of intellectual liberation and critical thinking in the pursuit of freedom. 

Furthermore, Ibrahim's poetry calls for resilience and perseverance in the face of obstacles and setbacks. He 

acknowledges the challenges and sacrifices that come with the struggle for freedom, but also instills a sense 

of hope and determination. His verses inspire Egyptians to endure hardships, maintain their resolve, and 

continue their journey towards a free and prosperous future. 

Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan serves as a testament to the indomitable spirit of the Egyptian people in their struggle 

for freedom. His poetry captures the essence of the fight against colonialism, encapsulating the yearning for 

liberation, the sacrifices made, and the collective efforts towards self-determination. Through his verses, 

Ibrahim's words continue to resonate, inspiring generations to embrace the struggle for freedom and work 

towards a brighter future. 

Socio-Political Critique in Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan 

Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan contains a significant element of socio-political critique, reflecting his keen 

observation of the social and political landscape of Egypt during his time. Through his poetry, Ibrahim offers 

insightful commentary on the prevailing issues of corruption, injustice, oppression, and societal ills, shedding 

light on the challenges faced by the Egyptian people and calling for change. 

One of the primary ways in which socio-political critique is evident in Ibrahim's Diwan is through his portrayal 

of the corrupt and unjust systems that plagued Egyptian society. He denounces the abuse of power, the 
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exploitation of the marginalized, and the erosion of ethical values. His verses expose the dark underbelly of 

societal structures and institutions, highlighting the need for reform and the restoration of justice. 

Ibrahim's poetry also sheds light on the plight of the common people and the struggles they face in their daily 

lives. He gives voice to the voiceless, depicting the hardships endured by the poor, the marginalized, and the 

oppressed. Through his vivid descriptions and empathetic portrayal, he exposes the inequities and social 

disparities prevalent in Egyptian society, aiming to create awareness and empathy among his readers. 

Moreover, Ibrahim's socio-political critique extends to broader issues of national significance. He tackles 

themes such as imperialism, colonialism, and the erosion of national identity. His verses condemn foreign 

domination and advocate for the preservation of Egypt's cultural heritage, sovereignty, and independence. 

Ibrahim's poetry becomes a vehicle for resistance and a call to action against external forces that threaten the 

nation's integrity and autonomy. 

Furthermore, Ibrahim's critique extends to the internal divisions and conflicts within Egyptian society. He 

exposes the consequences of sectarianism, social divisions, and political fragmentation. His poetry highlights 

the urgent need for unity, solidarity, and collective action to overcome these divisions and work towards a 

common vision for the betterment of Egypt. 

In addition to critique, Ibrahim's poetry also offers glimpses of hope and calls for positive change. He explores 

the potential for transformation and the power of individual and collective agency. Through his verses, he 

inspires Egyptians to rise above the challenges, engage in introspection, and actively participate in shaping a 

more just, egalitarian, and compassionate society. 

Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan stands as a testament to his role as a poet-prophet, using his words as a vehicle for 

socio-political critique and social awakening. His poetry provides a poignant commentary on the issues and 

struggles faced by the Egyptian people, challenging societal norms, advocating for justice, and inspiring 

collective action. Ibrahim's verses continue to resonate with readers, urging them to critically examine the 

world around them and strive for a more equitable and just society. 

Conclusion 

In conclusion, Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan stands as a testament to his profound exploration of national themes 

and his unwavering love for Egypt. Through his poetry, Ibrahim captures the essence of Egypt's rich history, 

cultural heritage, natural beauty, and the struggles faced by its people. His work exemplifies the power of 

literature to shape and reflect national identity, unity, and the quest for freedom. 

Throughout the Diwan, Ibrahim's love for Egypt shines through his evocative descriptions, passionate 

expressions, and vivid imagery. He portrays Egypt as a beloved entity, endowing it with human-like qualities 
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and treating it as a sacred land. His verses celebrate Egypt's glorious past, paying homage to its ancient 

civilization and contributions to human history. Ibrahim's deep attachment to Egypt's cultural legacy instills a 

sense of pride, unity, and responsibility among Egyptians, urging them to cherish and safeguard their heritage. 

Furthermore, Ibrahim's poetry highlights the struggles faced by the Egyptian people in their pursuit of freedom. 

He exposes the injustices, oppression, and societal ills prevalent in his time, advocating for social and political 

reform. His verses serve as a platform for socio-political critique, shedding light on corruption, inequality, and 

external forces that threaten Egypt's autonomy. Ibrahim's poetry becomes a voice for the marginalized, 

inspiring collective action and a shared vision for a more just and inclusive society. 

Moreover, Ibrahim's Diwan underscores the importance of national identity and unity. His exploration of 

collective consciousness and shared experiences fosters a sense of belonging and attachment to Egypt. 

Through his verses, he promotes a broader understanding of national identity that transcends individual 

differences and celebrates Egypt's diversity. Ibrahim's poetry serves as a rallying cry for unity, inspiring 

Egyptians to rise above divisions, work together, and pursue a common destiny. 

In conclusion, Hafez Ibrahim's Diwan is a profound literary work that encompasses national themes, love for 

Egypt, socio-political critique, and a call for unity. Through his powerful and evocative verses, Ibrahim's 

poetry resonates with readers, invoking a deep sense of national pride, awakening social consciousness, and 

inspiring collective action. His words continue to hold relevance and significance, reflecting the enduring 

spirit of Egypt and the power of literature to shape and influence national discourse. 
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