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ABSTRACT
Since the advent of human civilization, peace has remained a fundamental need, yet millions
of people have perished in violent and social conflicts. The advent of technology and capitalistic
means, extremist minds, and intolerance emphasized the relevance and scope of peace research,
particularly in post-colonial developing countries. The Holy Quran is referred to as the
primary source of legislation, and no policy or practise may prevail against it. Islamic
principles of peace are misunderstood even in Muslim societies due to a lack of knowledge and
wrong interpretations. Today, violence, insecurity, and social conflicts have become core
thematic research zones that arise from political, cultural, ethnic, racial, geographical, and
religious conflicts. In contemporary times, most of the research has a western theoretical
perspective and doesn't have a strong empirical base in the Islamic framework for peace and
stability in society. This paper will explore the principles of peace from a Quranic perspective
and highlight the framework of Islam to promote peace and tranquility in society. This study
will provide Islamic texts on the promotion of peace and harmony. It will describe the shariah
quidelines to reduce violence and social conflicts. The paper at hand will introduce new
thematic zones for researchers and make some recommendations.
Keywords: Peace, Violence, Society, Islam, Quran

INTRODUCTION

Peace is a realistic thing, and socio-economic prosperity will remain elusive unless
violence and social conflicts are kept at the lowest level. Indeed, controlling violence
and war is an uphill task. Islam is called the religion of peace, tolerance, and
reconciliation. Research to understand the significance and framework of peace has
generated substantial interest in human minds about the changing dynamics of war
and peace in contemporary era. In contemporary debates on the roots of violence and
conflicts and the role of the religion, it is significant to pursue the scripture or Qur’an.
It holds verses about peace and reconciliation of conflicts but those on peace have been
insufficiently taught. Islam is the second largest religion in the world.'The word
“Islam” originates from the linguistic roots S-L-M in the Arabic language, which relate

! Desilver, D., and D. Masci. "World’s Muslim population more widespread than you might think. Pew Research
Center." (2017).
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to the concepts of safety, peace and wholeness.?Taken in a religious context, the word
Islam means “voluntary submission to God”.? Islam promotes peace in legislation,
practice and doctrine. One of the 99 names used by Muslims for God is As-Salam,
which means “the source of peace”# in Arabic.5The Quran contains many verses that
support and encourage world peace by promoting the rights of people and forbidding
violence against any creature. All acts that threaten to disturb social order and peace
are highly condemned, and forbidden in the Quran.

“Verily, God commands justice, the doing of good purely for God’s sake and
giving help to relatives, and He forbids all indecent, shameful and evil deeds and
injustice. He admonishes you that you may take heed.” (16:90, Translation from the
Quran)

Society refers to the collection of human beings as a whole, and each individual
possesses both positive and negative characteristics. Because of the greater
intelligence and characteristics of the human race, it has been decided that the human
race should have priority over all other creatures. Because of the social needs of the
human species, living in communal settings is essential. It is necessary for there to be
peace in society, for every human being to be respected, for no one to oppress anyone
else or usurp anyone else's rights, for everyone to work diligently toward
development, and for everyone to make a contribution to society. Because every
human being wants to be respected and have a place in society, which is not possible
without peace and stability. Islam grants people the freedom to practise whatever
religion they choose. The establishment of an ideal society in which people of different
socioeconomic backgrounds, races, and genders are treated on an equal footing is a
central tenet of Islam. Before the spread of Islam, society had neither honour nor
protection. Islam instilled a sense of equality in its followers by teaching them the
lessons of equality and justice and giving them a sense of equality themselves. In light
of Islamic teachings, the actions that need to be taken to promote peace in society have
been investigated in this study. Additionally, the obstacles that stand in the way of
peace in society have been identified, and recommendations have been made for how
they can be removed.

In contemporary sense, peace is understood simply as the the absence of violence in
every form.® Peace is more than just the absence of conflict. It is also "the maintenance
of an orderly and just society," orderly in that aggressors are protected from violence
or extortion, and just in that the weak are protected from exploitation and abuse by
the powerful.” In Arabic salaam is translated as peace and is considered as one of the
holy names of God.8

2 Dictionary listing for Siin roots. Lane’s Arabic-English Lexicon via www.studyquran.co.uk Reviewed on 2015-
03-21.

3 Lewis, Bernard Ellis, and Buntzie Ellis Churchill. Islam: The religion and the people. Pearson Prentice Hall,
2008.

4 An-Nabulsi, M. Ratib. 2010. As-Salam is the Source of Peace — God’s Attribute: As-Salam.
http://www.onislam.net Reviewed on 2015-05-18

5 The Names and Attributes of Allah. www.whyislam.org Reviewed on 2015-05-18

6 Galtung, Johan. Peace by peaceful means: Peace and conflict, development and civilization. Vol. 14. Sage, 1996.
" Howard, Michael. Studies in war and peace. Penguin Group, 1972,

8 Nasr, Husain. The heart of Islam: enduring values for humanity. HarperSanFrancisco, 2002.
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QURANIC INJUNCTIONS ON PEACE
Islam is a religion of peace. The Quran calls its way “the paths of peace’

Hpiinsa bl pua () a9 il sl ) cilall) (e g g g adheal) Jan 4d) iy ) (oo ) 4y (536)
By which Allah guides those who pursue His pleasure to the ways of peace and
brings them out from darknesses into the light, by His permission, and guides them
to a straight path.

It describes reconciliation as the best policy as stated in the verse of the Holy Quran:
i) i paaf g gl phall g lala Lagin Lakiay o) Lagale zUa M L) jo) g 13 9 Ltay cpa CBIA 31 jal 1) 5)
106) . ¢ sbant Lay S ) L8 ) 4835 9 ) g3 () 9 gl
And if a woman fears from her husband contempt or evasion, there is no sin upon
them if they make terms of settlement between them - and settlement is best. And
present in [human] souls is stinginess. But if you do good and fear Allah - then indeed
Allah is ever, with what you do, Acquainted.
The Quran states quite plainly that God abhors disturbance of the peace:
TIE Al qng Y g Joadll g i) g g g ] (o ) (B s 155130 9)
And when he goes away, he strives throughout the land to cause corruption therein
and destroy crops and animals. And Allah does not like corruption.
It is abundantly obvious from the aforementioned three verses that Islam is a religion
that promotes peace and safety, and individuals who adhere to the teachings of Islam
should always be peace-loving. Both love and peace are emphasized in Islamic beliefs.

Islamic teachings on the promotion of peace in society
All religion's fundamental teachings are founded on peace and tolerance; the Islamic
teachings that suggest tolerance and peace are examined in the following section.

Respect the dignity of every human being
It is the basic right and protocol of every human being to be respected, the same
important point is emphasized in the Holy Quran that clans and families are only for
recognition, the most honorable is that which is given by Allah. Follows instructions.
12l adle 4 &) aSUESH 4 die a%a ST () 1 g8 el LB g Ly g aSlibaa g A1 g 3 (e aSURIA U (uldl) gl L)
O mankind, indeed We have created you from male and female and made you peoples
and tribes that you may know one another. Indeed, the most noble of you in the sight
of Allah is the most righteous of you. Indeed, Allah is Knowing and Acquainted.

Selecting the most appropriate words and speaking softly when conversing with
people.
The respect and protocol of a person are defined as follows: when speaking to
someone, the style should be nice, the word choice should be good, and the voice
should be low because no human likes communicating in a loud voice.

130 5538 Jlidia JS g ¥ Al 0T s G ) (B Qi W g ulill R i Y )
And do not turn your cheek [in contempt] toward people and do not walk through
the earth exultantly. Indeed, Allah does not like everyone self-deluded and boastful.
Similarly, in the same surah, in the next verse, it is said that the voice should be low
when talking, because the donkey speaks loudly, a human should not speak loudly.

9 Al-Quran, 5:16

10 Al-Quran, 4:128
1 Al-Quran, 2:205
2 Al-Quran, 49:13
13 Al-Quran, 34:18
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And be moderate in your pace and lower your voice; indeed, the most disagreeable
of sounds is the voice of donkeys."

No human being should be despised or ridiculed
It is described in the Quran:

YV 0t 1 O O (o sl (1 sl Y g a1 15590 O (o 088 (0 08 iy W ) sl () gl L)

15¢C palldal) ab il gl iy ol (ha 9° Cilag¥) (5 guadl) ans¥) (™AL 19 30 Y g s | gl

O you who have believed, let not a people ridicule [another] people; perhaps they may
be better than them; nor let women ridicule [other] women; perhaps they may be
better than them. And do not insult one another and do not call each other by
[offensive] nicknames. Wretched is the name of disobedience after [one's] faith. And
whoever does not repent - then it is those who are the wrongdoers.
In this verse, it is emphasized that no person should make fun of another person and
no person should look down on another person. There is a big difference between
mocking and mocking, joking is good, saying something that pleases people is
considered good in Islam, but mocking is attacking one's honor and humiliating
another person. Despising humanity or humiliating humanity Islam condemns such
actions and words, in this verse it is forbidden to humiliate a human being in jest.

Backbiting another individual should be avoided at all costs
There are numerous varieties of backbiting. Backbiting is defined as saying something
in someone's absence or in a way that he does not want something said about him,
such as the fact that a person is black. If one person tells another that he is low in
stature, makes this person the topic of conversation, and discredits his creativity or
any behavior with contempt, this is backbiting, which Islam prohibits. The act of
pointing out a person's flaws is a form of backbiting. Now, whoever is listening should
inform him that such-and-such was saying such and-such about you. It is known as
backbiting. In Islam, this form of backbiting is severely forbidden. Backbiting is a
grave sin since it frequently causes animosity and disorder in society.
This Quran verse says that all kinds of gossip are wrong so that peace and love can
rule in society.
JSb O aSaal gl Ldany aSany ity ¥ g | guanand ¥ 5701 GBI Glary ) GBI (e | S ) gl | gl Gl Lol L)
16¢anny ) 55 4l 0} ) 1 9831 5 o gala B Uiga A aad
O you who have believed, avoid much [negative] assumption. Indeed, some
assumption is sin. And do not spy or backbite each other. Would one of you like to eat
the flesh of his brother when dead? You would detest it. And fear Allah; indeed, Allah
is Accepting of repentance and Merciful.
In this verse, all kinds of bad thoughts are prohibited, because thoughts are made of
words, if the thoughts are good, then only then there will be peace inside and outside
of the person. This verse of the Holy Qur'an also teaches us not to spy, spying means
to find someone's sin, to find someone's fault in order to defame him, to dishonor him.
Spying is very bad. It is a sin. Islam has also forbidden that if someone is telling you
about someone's faults, then it should be stopped and such things should not be said
about someone. It should be noted that spying is prohibited in Islam when someone

14 Al-Quran, 34:19
15 Al-Quran, 49:11
16 Al-Quran, 49:12
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has a personal problem, but if a person can be harmful to society and others or is
harming someone, then spying is mandatory. He goes to save others from his evil.

Everyone should be called by the name he likes to be called
Allah Almighty Says inthe Holy Quran:

1760 galllal) o lil gld iy ol (pa 5% Clag¥) 2 (3 gaul) ) (™ AN | 9555 Y )
And do not insult one another and do not call each other by [offensive] nicknames.
Wretched is the name of disobedience after [one's] faith. And whoever does not
repent - then it is those who are the wrongdoers.
In this verse of the Qur'an, instructions are being given that when you call someone
by name, call him by the name by which he wants to be called, because doing so
promotes tolerance, love and peace.

Must be in the habit of forgiving and enduring
It is human nature to forget and make mistakes. Humans make mistakes, so it is
important to develop the habit of forgiveness and the habit of forgiving and asking
for forgiveness.

YI%) sadead 5 1 ghnd 7 Jaan (8 Csalgeall g CoShanall g a 8Y (A1 1 535 @) Amaad) g aSia Juall) o1g) Sy ¥ 5)

T8¢ain 5 o8 9" aS) Al iay 0 ¢y gand
And let not those of virtue among you and wealth swear not to give [aid] to their
relatives and the needy and the emigrants for the cause of Allah, and let them
pardon and overlook. Would you not like that Allah should forgive you? And Allah
is Forgiving and Merciful.
Similarly, the same subject has been explained in Surah Al-Imran of the Holy Quran.
19¢cpiunal) g dil 9% Guldll ¢ plall 9)
Who pardon the people - and Allah loves the doers of good.

In the above two verses, it is ordered to forgive. In fact, the society in which
forgiveness and asking for forgiveness is developed, that society develops in moral
values. In the western society, people have a habit of asking for forgiveness for this
reason. This quality is very prominent in the western society which should be
appreciated and we also need to strengthen this habit.

Amazing Benefits of Responding to Bad Behavior with Good Behavior
See a very precious verse of the Holy Quran, by following which we can get amazing
benefits. In the society, love will be replaced by hatred, peace and tranquility will be
replaced by chaos, we only have to follow this verse. Allah's guarantee is that whoever
defends bad behavior with good behavior, his mortal enemy will become a dear
friend.

2faran A9 AdlS 3 glae dlng Sl oM 1B Gead A Al @by Al ¥ g ddead) 5 i ¥ g)
And not equal are the good deed and the bad. Repel [evil] by that [deed] which is
better; and thereupon the one whom between you and him is enmity [will become]
as though he was a devoted friend.
By following this Qur'anic verse in the present age, we can establish peace in the whole
world.

7 Al-Quran, 49:11
18 Al-Quran, 24:22
19 Al-Quran, 3:134
20 Al-Quran, 41:34
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Allah loves those who control their anger and spend wealth on the poor
By studying a verse of the Qur'an, it can be understood which people Allah loves,
that verse is as follows:

20 Cpiaal) Gag 4l 9% Guldl) (e ablad) g Bad) cpaalilSll g £ puall g 51 puad) B ¢ 588 1)
Who spend [in the cause of Allah] during ease and hardship and who restrain anger
and who pardon the people - and Allah loves the doers of good.
It is in the nature of man to be angry, but Islam teaches that anger should be consumed.
In this verse, the love of Allah is declared for those who spend their wealth on the
needy, the poor and the poor, and those who spend their wealth in the time of anger.
Allah loves those who control you. Uncontrollable anger is the main reason behind
the chaos we see today. For the promotion of tolerance and peace in the society, it is
necessary to control the emotions of anger.

Hate is the greatest enemy of peace

Allah Almighty says in Surah Al- Maida :
22( ¢y sadi alal 5 guiinld landll Jas (e gu pY Y lial¥l g suaall g sadd) Lal) ) il Gl Ll L)

O you who have believed, indeed, intoxicants, gambling, [sacrificing on] stone alters

[to other than Allah], and divining arrows are but defilement from the work of

Satan, so avoid it that you may be successful.

alil JdFBMall (o g A S3 (8 aSang pmally jedd) A sliarall g 8 glaadl aSiy abgy o GUasdd) by Lail)

23{0‘%_‘]_'“

Satan only wants to cause between you animosity and hatred through intoxicants and

gambling and to avert you from the remembrance of Allah and from prayer. So will

you not desist?

In the above verses, it has been mentioned that the cause of hatred and hatred is the

work of the devil, it is the work of the devil to instill hatred in humans, so we should

avoid all kinds of hatred. It has been discussed in the arguments above that we are all

the children of one mother and one father. So why should we hate each other? See

below another verse of Surah Al-Nisa, in which it is said that you are all human beings.

Man means the offspring of Adam, and from Adam, his wife and the mother of all

human beings, Eve, was born.

) ) ) g1 g pluay | S Wl Lagha g L) e (Bl Ban)y (i (e aSAIA (1) oSy ) 1 600 (uldl) Uil
20 ) aile S A ) ala ¥ g 49 G slsleds

O mankind, fear your Lord, who created you from one soul and created from it its

mate and dispersed from both of them many men and women. And fear Allah,

through whom you ask one another, and the wombs. Indeed Allah is ever, over you,

an Observer.

Quranic invitation to interfaith harmony

Inter-faith harmony can play a fundamental role in promoting peace in the society

because religious sectarianism is the main cause of hatred and unrest in this world.

The Quran is the biggest proponent of this theory.

Recite the verse:

2L Al-Quran, 2:274
22 Al-Quran, 5:90
2 Al-Quran, 5:91
2 Al-Quran, 4: 1
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(Osalaa Ul | gag) ) 5l 588 ) 5155 (8 40l
Say, "O People of the Scripture, come to a word that is equitable between us and you
- that we will not worship except Allah and not associate anything with Him and not
take one another as lords instead of Allah." But if they turn away, then say, "Bear
witness that we are Muslims [submitting to Him]."
This is the basic verse for interfaith harmony. In this verse, Ahle-eKitab means
Christians and Jews. When the Christian scholars of Najran came to Muhammad, May
Allah bless him and grant him peace, Allah Almighty revealed this verse and told the
principle that whenever a religion is discussed, this principle should be kept in mind,
that first of all, these issues should be considered. But both religions agree. This
principle is very useful because if there is disagreement in the beginning, there can
never be tolerance and peace.?

Obstacle to peace and its solution

However, maintaining peace in our world continues to be challenging for a variety of
reasons. Muslims and non-Muslims, both as individuals and as groups, continue to
diverge from one another in a variety of political and non-political perspectives. If
people refuse to accept these differences and instead insist that they be eliminated the
moment they make their appearance, then there will undoubtedly be conflict. As a
direct consequence of this, there will never be a time of peace on this planet. One
recent example is the conflict that is still going on over Jerusalem. Jerusalem is a city
that has been there for a very long time and has a rich history. It holds a special
significance for the millions of people of different religious beliefs who see it as their
own personal sacred place. In point of fact, Jerusalem is significant to the three
primary Semitic religions—Judaism, Christianity, and Islam and serves as both a
symbol and a wellspring of inspiration.

Jerusalem's dilemma and the optimal solution to it

For Jews, it is a living reminder of their ancient grandeur, as well as the turning point
in their national history. It is the site of their Savior's agony and triumph for Christians.
For Muslims, it is the first stop on the prophet's mystical journey, as well as the
location of one of Islam's most important shrines. As a result, it is a pilgrimage site for
all three faiths and the third holiest place of devotion for Muslims. The difficulty now
is how it can be freely accessible to anyone since it is a center of worship for all three
religions. How can devotees of all three religions be able to satisfy their religious
impulses there? Nowadays, we hear the slogan "Jerusalem is ours" all around us,
indicating that different political parties want political supremacy for themselves. All
three believe that they cannot worship God properly until they have governmental
control over this precious city. If only those with political authority in the area were
allowed to enter this sacred site, Jerusalem would be transformed from a place of
peaceful prayer into a place of war. Because political power can only be wielded by
one religious” group at a time, the other two, who are not in power, will be constantly
opposed to it. As a result, an area that should be wonderfully "tranquil" will be forever
rent by conflict and confrontation.

25 Al-Azhari, Pir Muhammad Karam Shabh, Zia ul Quran, Zia-ul-Quran Publications: Lahore, 2010, v.1, P.217
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As a result, not even the ruling class will be able to conduct religious rites in peace.

This is a very practical and significant subject that needs to be seriously explored. I'd

want to discuss Islam's viewpoint in this topic briefly here.

The first indirect reference to Jerusalem appears in the Quran. It says:

oracal) 98 A3 °LELT Cpa 4 il Adga LSl 1) alY) daaal) L) alpad) daval) (e Sl sy 5 il o3 o)
26( juaayl

‘Glory be to Him who made His Servant go by night from the Sacred Mosque to the
distant Mosque, whose precincts We have blessed that we might show him some of
Our Signs'.

We learn, however, from the Quran that in no part of the world can political power be
wielded indefinitely by the same nation or group:
27€ paalldal) Gy ¥ i) 5% 10 aSia 385 g ) gial Cpdl) il Al g (i) Gy Led gad ALY &l )

And these days [of varying conditions] We alternate among the people so that Allah

may make evident those who believe and [may] take to Himself from among you
martyrs - and Allah does not like the wrongdoers.
Given that power changes hands from time to time between different communities,
how are believers to worship at al-Masjid al-Agsa? Whereas each Muslim has a natural
desire to enter this mosque and prostrate himself before God as the Prophet
Muhammad and the other Prophets did. This is a fact as confirmed by the above verse
of the Holy Quran. That the government keeps changing, sometimes with someone,
sometimes with someone else, so we have to promote respect and love for each other
in the whole world. These are the teachings of Islam and other religions.

THE POLICY OF PEACE IN ISLAM

According to the Quran, political power, by the very law of nature, cannot forever
remain with one nation. In that case, if this act of worship is linked with the notion
that a Muslim can receive God’s blessings only when this land is under Muslim
political rule, millions of Muslims would have had to bury this desire in their hearts
and leave this world with this cherished desire unfulfilled. They would never have
had, the unique experience of prostrating themselves before Almighty God at a place
where Prophet Muhammad, along with all the Prophets, had prostrated himself
before his Lord. What is the solution to this problem? The solution lies in this practice
(Sunnah) of the Holy Prophet (peace and blessings of Allah be upon him): Separating
worship from the political aspect. Believers of every religion have the freedom to
worship. There is a right to follow religion. This would enable men of religion to solve
the problem by applying what is called “practical wisdom,” that is, to avoid the present
problems and grasp the available opportunities. By following this process, they would
be able to fulfill their cherished religious desire of which they have been denied
unnecessarily so far. In the process, they would be able to avoid confrontational
situations. Here are some examples of this sunnah of the Prophet.

Muhammad ( Peace Be Upon Him ) and his companions prayed facing the Kaaba
while there were idols in the Kaaba.

Prophet Muhammad emigrated from Mecca to Medina in July 622. For the first year
and a half in Medina (i.e. till the end of 623) he and his companions prayed in the

% Al-Quran, 17:1
27 Al-Quran, 3:140
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direction of al-Bayt al-Magdis in Jerusalem. At the beginning of 624, the faithful, were
enjoined, by Quranic revelation, to face in the direction of the Sacred Ka'ba at Mecca
to say their prayers described in Quran with these words:
ASA 539 ) o158 ATIS La in 5% a1 jad) dall ok g g J 5% Lalia 5 A8 Gl it 5 planall b dlgn g ulis (5 i 8)

28 shary Les JBliy db) Lag gy (oo Gad) Al () galad Sl ) 551 ol ) 9 0 la
We have certainly seen the turning of your face, [O Muhammad], toward the heaven,
and We will surely turn you to a giblah with which you will be pleased. So turn your
face toward al-Masjid al-Haram. And wherever you [believers] are, turn your faces
toward it [in prayer]. Indeed, those who have been given the Scripture well know that
it is the truth from their Lord. And Allah is not unaware of what they do.
When this injunction regarding the Qiblah (direction of prayer) was revealed, 360
idols were still in position in the Ka’bah, at that time a long-established centre of
polytheism. The presence of these idols must certainly have made Muslims feel
reluctant to face in the direction of the Ka’bah at prayer time. How could believers in
monotheism turn their faces towards what was, in effect, a structure strongly
associated with polytheism? It is significant that along with the change of Qiblah came
the injunction to treat this problem as a matter requiring patience, and not to hesitate
in facing the Ka’bah:

29 sbuall aa 4 &) 33all g uealls | giamiiadl | gial cudl) gl
“O believers, seek assistance in prayer. God is with those who are patient.”

Tolerance in the light of Quran:

30 uually | gl 5 (Badly | gual g9 Clalliall | slas 5 ) gial Gl ) sl (A Gl O) pundl 5)
By time, (1) Indeed, mankind is in loss, (2) Except for those who have believed and
done righteous deeds and advised each other to truth and advised each other to
patience.
Tolerance is advised in these verses. It is a virtue in the same way that honesty and
sincerity are. Tolerance is regarded as having eternal value. It is the path with the
greatest chance of success. In any case, an intolerant man cannot be considered a full-
fledged member of the human race. Naturally, there are many people who refuse to
accept the principle of tolerance as eternal. This is because, when confronted with
adversity, many people's desire for vengeance becomes overwhelming. Tolerance is
essential because it is impossible for a man to remain calm when confronted with
something that goes against his will. A sizable number of men aspire to be
superheroes. A true superman, on the other hand, is able to demonstrate his super-
tolerance even when confronted with extremely difficult circumstances.
To achieve oneness, all distinctions must be eliminated. This viewpoint, however, is
unworkable for the simple reason that it is impractical. You may dislike the thorns
that come with roses, but you cannot remove all of the thorns and completely kill
them. Because removing one causes another to grow in its place. Even if you destroy
all the rosebushes, other plants will sprout in their place, producing roses that will
invariably be thorny. In the current state of affairs, roses can only be obtained by
accepting the presence of thorns. Similarly, building a peaceful society requires
cultivating and encouraging a spirit of tolerance for differences. Tolerating

2 Al-Quran, 2:144
29 Al-Quran, 2:153
30 Al-Quran, 103:1-3
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disruptions to the peace is essential for achieving it in life. There is nothing wrong
with having opposing viewpoints. In reality, this is a positive trait with numerous
advantages. Adopting a tolerance policy during a controversy or in the face of
opposition is not a bad thing. It is without a doubt a positive step. Divergence of
opinion is essential in the growth of the human psyche. Only after passing through
the intellectual ringer does a fully formed personality emerge. Character development
will halt if this mechanism fails in a human community. Nobody on this planet is
perfect. If a man has some good qualities, he may be lacking in others.

A workable formula for interfaith harmony
There are various types of communities. Then, given the various types of differences
that separate them, consider how to bring them together in harmony. In accepting
ideological differences, Islam's approach to the entire problem is much more realistic.
After accepting these differences, it advocates a policy of tolerance and respect for one
another in everyday interactions. This is on a parallel with the principle expressed in
the English saying, ‘Let’s agree to disagree.” In this connection, one of the commands
of the Quran is that:

L alial) ¥ 8 sl 5 g ally clonaion) 288 A Cpasng g Ually S8 chad A1) cha Al cpd B ) LB ol 81 Y )

ol o Aty
There shall be no compulsion in [acceptance of] the religion. The right course has
become clear from the wrong. So, whoever disbelieves in Taghut and believes in Allah
has grasped the most trustworthy handhold with no break in it. And Allah is Hearing
and Knowing.

At another place it declares that:

PO s S o)
For you is your religion, and for me is my religion.

It was as a result of this commandment that, when Prophet Muhammad migrated to
Medina, he issued a declaration reaffirming his acceptance of the religion of Muslims
for the Muslims and the religion of Jews for the Jews.” In order to perpetuate the
atmosphere of mutual harmony, the Quran commands the Muslims in their dealings
with unbelievers not to ‘revile (the idols) which they invoke besides God, lest in their
ignorance they should spitefully revile God.” This principle formulated by Islam is
best described not as religious harmony, but as harmony among religious people. This
is a principle whose utility is a matter of historical record. It is evident that in the past
as well as in the present, wherever religious harmony has existed, it has been based
on unity despite differences, rather than on unity without differences. It is not based
on agreeing to agree, but on agreeing to disagree.

CONCLUSION

The major world religions claim that their education systems teach peace. However,
some people say that in practice history and religious education were used to promote
war rather than peace. It is stated that there will be no peace among the peoples of this

31 Al-Quran, 2:256
32 Al-Quran, 109: 6
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world without peace among the world religions.3® The primary principle in Islam is
peace. Islam emphasizes on peace in communication with all Muslim and non-
Muslim people in a society, and encourages its adherents to avoid war and violence.
Qur’an holds verses about peace, reconciliation of conflicts, and freedom but they
have been insufficiently taught.3* The first and cardinal principle of culture of peace is
the acceptance of religious faith is optional. According to Islamic teachings, people are
free to accept religious belief and their profess.
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Sectarianism is one of major issues of violence and extremist behavior in Pakistan.
Pakistan is the world’s largest country having Sunni Muslim population after
Indonesia and the world’s largest share of Shias after Iran.3¢ This Islamic theory of
peace culture is misused in some Islamic societies because of poor knowledge of
Islamic teachings or due to wrong education.?” Only those religious scholars should
be contacted for explanation and interpretation of religious matters who have
authority and credibility. Moreover, Self-accountability should be promoted among
the religious scholars, religious institutions and organizations. All madrasa boards
should introduce a justified introduction of other religious sects in their curricula to
promote sectarian harmony. Islam’s spiritual teachings and its related institutions
should be revived and reformed to reform the society. The role of mimbr-o-mehrab
should be made more vibrant and effective for social reformation.

RECOMMENDATIONS

1. Quranic studies encourage peaceful society and forbids action or omission
disrupting of peace.

Peaceful society is right of every individual rather than sect or caste.
Insulting nickname or other way is not allowed.

Only authentic scholars should be allowed to interpret the texts of shariah.
Pluralism in religious and political zones should be prevailed.
Paigham-e-Pakistan (The Message of Pakistan) should be adopted as National
Narrative Counter to Violence, Extremist behaviors.

7. Dialogue and conversation should be practiced among communities.

8. Quranic textual message should be taught to youth.

9. Social and Political leadership should contribute to harmonize society.

10. Media should play positive and soft role in promotion of peace in society.
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